

SERVICE CONTRACT NOTICE
Support to Vocational Education and Training through Innovation

Location – Europe (non-EU) — Tirana, Albania
1.	Publication reference
      VET 01/2018
2.	Procedure
Open
3. 	Programme title
Support to Vocational Education and Training through Innovation
4. 	Financing
Intergovernmental Agreement between the Republic of Albania and Republic of Italy
5. 	Contracting Authority
      Ministry of Economy and Finance


CONTRACT SPECIFICATION
6. 	Nature of contract
Fee-based
7. 	Contract description
The overall objective of the service contract is to support MEF on policy advise and in the establishment of an agricultural  multifunctional Vocational Education and Training Centre in the Fier Region in Albania[footnoteRef:1], in order to increase the  employability  of VET graduates and to contribute to the enhancement of the country competiveness in the agriculture and in the agro-food processing sectors. [1:  The two professional schools object of the service contract are: i) “Rakip Kryeziu” agricultural school in Fier and “Agro-mechanics” school in Lushnje.] 

8. 	Number and titles of lots
No, one lot only
9. 	Maximum budget
EUR 1 335 000 
10. 	Scope for additional services
The Contracting Authority may, at its own discretion, extend the project in duration and/or scope subject to the availability of funding up to a maximum not exceeding the length and value of the initial contract. Any extension of the contract would be subject to satisfactory performance by the Contractor.

CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION
11. 	Eligibility
a) [bookmark: _DV_M224][bookmark: _DV_M225][bookmark: _DV_M226][bookmark: _DV_M227][bookmark: _DV_M229][bookmark: _DV_M231][bookmark: _DV_M232][bookmark: _DV_M233][bookmark: _DV_M234][bookmark: _DV_M235][bookmark: _DV_M236][bookmark: _DV_M237][bookmark: _DV_M238]Participation is open to all public institutions in the European Union in charge of programming, budgeting and implementation of Vocational Education and Training (hereinafter VET) policies. Bidders can present proposals participating either individually or in a grouping – consortium - of bidders in partnership with qualified VET schools/centres of their territory. In any case, public institutions shall act as Lead Partner/Applicant.

12.	Candidature
All eligible natural and legal persons (as per item 11 above) or groupings of such persons (consortia) may apply.
A consortium may be a permanent, legally-established grouping or a grouping which has been constituted informally for a specific tender procedure.  All members of a consortium (ie, the leader and all other members) are jointly and severally liable to the Contracting Authority.
The participation of an ineligible natural or legal person (as per item 11) will result in the automatic exclusion of that person.  In particular, if that ineligible person belongs to a consortium, the whole consortium will be excluded.
13. 	Number of applications
No more than one application can be submitted by a natural or legal person whatever the form of participation (as an individual legal entity or as leader or member of a consortium submitting an application).  In the event that a natural or legal person submits more than one application, all applications in which that person has participated will be excluded.
14. 	Shortlist alliances prohibited
Any tenders received from bidders comprising firms other than those mentioned in the short-listed application forms will be excluded from this restricted tender procedure unless prior approval from the Contracting Authority has been obtained (see Practical Guide – PRAG- 2.4.3.). Short-listed candidates may not form alliances or subcontract to each other for the contract in question.
15. 	Grounds for exclusion
As part of the application form, candidates must submit a signed declaration, included in the standard application form, to the effect that they are not in any of the exclusion situations listed in Section 2.3.3 of the PRAG 
16. 	Sub-contracting
Subcontracting is not allowed
17. 	Number of candidates to be short-listed
Not applicable
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE
18. 	Provisional date of invitation to tender
August 2018
19. 	Provisional commencement date of the contract
November 2018
20. 	Initial period of implementation of tasks 
36 months

SELECTION AND AWARD CRITERIA
21. 	Selection criteria
The following selection criteria will be applied to bidders. In the case of tenders submitted by a consortium, these selection criteria will be applied to the Lead Partner/Applicant.
1) Economic and financial capacity of bidder 
· the bidder has offered, in the last 5 years and in Official Development Aid (ODA) recipient countries[footnoteRef:2], VET professional services in the framework of Development Programmes having at least twice the financial allocation of the Programme “Vocational Education and Training through Innovation”[footnoteRef:3];  [2:  A full list of ODA recipient countries is provided in the following link: http://www.oecd.org/dac/stats/documentupload/DAC%20List%20of%20ODA%20Recipients%202014%20final.pdf ]  [3:  The total financial allocation of the « Vocational Education and Training through Innovation «  Programme is € 5.000.000,00. ] 

· the bidder has offered, in the last 5 years and in Official Development Aid (ODA) recipient countries, similar VET professional services for a financial allocation at least of the same amount allocated to this service contract[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  The financial al location of this service contract is € 1.335.000,00.] 

2)	Professional capacity of bidder 
· the bidder has conceptualised and implemented a VET policy (programming, budgeting and implementation), in the last 10 years, in its territory of competence, combining secondary education, post-secondary education and life-long learning;
· the bidder has experience in implementing programs funded by the Italian Development Cooperation, including narrative and financial reporting.
3)	Technical capacity of bidder (based on i.a. items 5 and 6 of the Tender Form for a Service Contract):
· The bidder has provided services under at least one contract in fields related to the contract (VET) implemented in ODA recipient countries at any moment during the 5 years from the submission deadline.
Failure to comply with any of the above mentioned selection criteria will lead to rejection of the tender.
22. 	Award criteria
Best value for money.

APPLICATION
23. 	Deadline for receipt of applications
Date: 06/10/2018
Hour: 12:00, CET
Any application received by the Contracting Authority after this deadline will not be considered.
24. 	Application format and details to be provided
Applications must be submitted using the standard application form, the format and instructions of which must be strictly observed. The application form is available from the following Internet address: http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/prag/annexes.do?group=B
Any additional documentation (brochure, letter, etc) sent with an application will not be taken into consideration.
25. 	How applications may be submitted
[bookmark: _Ref500326737]Tenders must be delivered to the Contracting Authority for receipt before 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date: 06/10/2018
Hour: 12:00, CET
They must include the requested documents in clause 6 above and be sent:
· EITHER by recorded delivery (official postal service) to:
Ministry of Economy and Finance – Bulevardi “Deshmoret e Kombit”, Tirana, Albania

· OR hand delivered (including courier services) directly to the Contracting Authority against a signed and dated receipt to:
 Ministry of Economy and Finance – Bulevardi “Deshmoret e Kombit”, Tirana, Albania
Working hours: Monday to Thursday, 08:00 to 17:00 – Friday, 08:00 to 14:00 CET.
Tenders submitted by any other means will not be considered.
Tenders must be submitted using the triple envelope system, i.e., in an outer parcel or envelope containing three separate, sealed envelopes, named as follows:
Envelope A — Bidder/s Administrative Documentation
Envelope B — Technical offer
Envelope C — Financial offer
The outer parcel or envelope must provide the following information:
a) the address for submitting tenders indicated above; 
b) the reference code of the tender procedure (i.e. VET 01/2018);
c) the words “Not to be opened before the tender-opening session” and  “Nuk duhet te hapet perpara seksionit te hapjes se ofertave” ;
d) the name of the bidder. In case of consortium, the parcel must specify the name of all the members of the consortium.
The inner envelops (Envelope A, Envelope B, and Envelope C) must contain the documentation as specified in clause 7.
Any infringement of these rules (e.g., unsealed envelopes or references to price in the technical offer) will lead to rejection of the tender. 
Each envelope must include an index of its contents. The pages of the Technical and Financial offers   must be numbered.
Bidders are reminded that the provision of false information in this tender procedure may lead to their exclusion from contracts funded by the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS).

26.	               Alteration or withdrawal of applications
Bidders may amend or withdraw their tenders by written notification prior to the deadline for submitting tenders. Tenders may not be amended after this deadline.
Any such notification of amendment or withdrawal must be prepared and submitted in accordance with Clause 10. The outer envelope (and the relevant inner envelope) must be marked ‘Amendment’ or ‘Withdrawal’ as appropriate.

27. 	Operational language
All written communications for this tender procedure and contract must be in English.  

28. 	Legal basis
Based on dispositions of the (Project) Implementing Agreement, procurement procedures will follow the Procurement And Grants for European Union external actions (PRAG) guidelines, version January 2016. 
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/prag  
Financial legal basis refers to the Financial Agreement, Italian Government Soft Loan, F.ROT. /AID 16/005/00

30. Additional information
N/A 
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