REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTING SERVICES – CONSULTANCY FIRM)

STRENGTHENING QUALITY OF AUDITING AND REPORTING PROJECT (SQARP) - Albania
for
[bookmark: _Hlk127780162]“Development of accountancy services and public awareness and Forensic accounting for accounting profession”
 Ref. No. SQARP-AL-QCBS-2.2

ALBANIA
Project: Strengthening Quality of Auditing and Reporting Project (SQARP)
TF No.: B5581
Assignment Title: “Development of accountancy services and public awareness and Forensic accounting for accounting profession”
Reference No.: SQARP-AL-QCBS-2.2

[bookmark: _Toc250645452][bookmark: _Toc250645822][bookmark: _Toc250646167][bookmark: _Toc252901216][bookmark: _Toc253411981][bookmark: _Toc257128358]Corporate financial reporting is an important element of developing the Albanian market and its role is growing, along with the corporate sector development and an increase in direct foreign investment. The SQARP project will contribute: to keep the statutory framework updated with the EU framework, to develop accounting guidelines and training addressing the requirements of specific industries, including SOEs and financial sector entities; to increase the research and monitoring capacity of standard setters; to support the accounting profession to be able to deliver high quality knowledge transfer and methodological guidance to their membership and build capacity forensic accounting as well to develop the market for export/outsourcing of accounting services; to establish discipline and investigation processes and procedures and to consolidate strong, transparent practices in oversight of statutory audit profession and to build capacity of judiciary system in financial reporting and auditing.

The project is financed under a Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) grant, administered by the World Bank and executed by the Ministry of Finance and Economy. 
This Request for Expressions of Interest refers to the need for development of accountancy services and public awareness and forensic accounting for accounting profession. The assignment’s objective is to improve the capacities of the accounting profession in Albania to export accounting services and to develop skills in the forensic accounting. Stakeholders for this component will include IKM as a direct beneficiary and the MoFE as supporting the project management. From this assignment regarding the outsourcing of accounting services, it is expected to benefit the certified accountants (CA)/small and medium sized practices (SMPs), statutory auditors and audit firms that provide accounting services. Regarding the forensic accounting assignment it is expected to benefit the certified accountants (CA)/small and medium sized practices (SMPs).

This assignment should contribute to achievement of the following SQARP’ results and indicators:
· The Albanian accountancy profession is better equipped to compete internationally in exporting accountancy services;
· Aspiring professional accountants are qualified in line with good international practice  and are able to export improved accountancy services internationally;
· The Forensic accounting certificate program is operational;

The detailed Terms of Reference (ToR) for the assignment can be found at the following website: https://financa.gov.al/ 

This assignment is expected to commence in September 2023. The activities described in these TORs are expected to be completed within a period of 20 months, following the signing of the consultancy contract. 

The International Consultancy firm/Consortium shall have the following expertise and experience:
a) Should be active and operational at the moment of proposal submission;
b) At least 10 years of core experience in accounting and auditing;
c) Proven experience in projects in training design, development of curricula and supporting educational materials;
d)  Previous experience collaborating with Accountancy professional organizations to develop training curricula and educational materials.

The service will be selected under the provisions of the World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers (Procurement Regulations), in investment project financing Goods, Works, Non-Consulting and Consulting Services November 2020, in accordance with Quality and Cost Based Selection Method (QCBS), Lump-Sum Contract. The Bank requires that firms or individuals involved in Bank IPF procurement shall not have conflict of interest.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours 08:00 to 16:00, Mondays to Thursdays, and from 08:00 to 14:00 on Fridays. 

Expressions of interest (CV, Cover letter and documentary evidence for fulfilling the qualifications) must be delivered in a written form to the address below in person, or by mail, or by fax, or by e-mail within 02 May 2023.

Mrs. Veronika KORKAJ, General Director
General Directorate of Financing and Contracting (CFCU)
Ministry of Finance and Economy
Blvd. "Dëshmorët e Kombit", No. 3, Tirana, Albania
veronika.korkaj@financa.gov.al

